
Year 1 Bulletin – Summer Term 2019

Key dates for the diary
• Dinosaur Trip to Crystal Palace Park - To be confirmed

• 1L Assembly – 1st May

• 1H Assembly – 22nd May

• Half Term – week commencing 27th May

• Last day of term – Friday 19th July at 2pm

Dear parents and carers,

Welcome back! We hope you all had a lovely Easter break.

Topic and Science

Dinosaurs
We will be learning all about dinosaurs. We’ll begin with a bone and fossil excavation as our
immersion day. We will be exploring many aspects of dinosaurs including examining fossils,
their habitats, food and behaviour. We will study Mary Anning and her work. We will look at
the chronology of dinosaurs and create our own timelines.

We will also be examining living and non-living things and investigating which plants and
animals were around at the time of the dinosaurs. This will lead up to a science investigation
to see if seeds grow better in sand or soil.

Buckets and Spades
After half term, the children will be learning all about the seaside, past and present. In
addition, we’ll be exploring features of the seaside and linking this with our science topic on
weather! The highlight of this term will hopefully be our trip to the beach. It provides a great
opportunity for the children to explore a seaside setting first hand.

Maths
In numeracy we will continue to develop every child’s ability to count forwards and
backwards in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10s. Children will build upon previous learning by using a variety
of methods, including the use of cubes (objects), number lines or number squares and the
use of known facts, to develop their addition and subtraction skills. Their new knowledge will
be applied to real life situations such as the use of money, time and measurement. Children
will also learn to recognise tens and units in numbers to 100 and use this knowledge to help
solve various number calculations. This term their learning in all areas of maths will be
consolidated and extended where appropriate. The children will leave Year 1 fully prepared
for Year 2, full of confidence in their mathematical skills.

Literacy
The literacy at the start of this term will focus on poetry with a dinosaur theme. The children
will be learning the features of poems; they will be learning to recite their favourite poems
and have a go at writing their own. We will also do some information writing based on
dinosaurs. We will then read ‘Where the Wild Things Are’. Having explored the story
thoroughly through role play, drama, sequencing, questioning and group work the children
will draw on their knowledge of settings and traditional narrative structures to write an
imaginative story about an adventure of their own.

In the second half of the term they will be exploring the texts Foxly’s Feast and Lost and

Found which will enable the children to practise and consolidate all the grammar that has

been taught across the year.

Phonics (and the recognition and spelling of high frequency words) continues to be taught in
streamed groups across Year 1. By the end of this term almost all children will have been



introduced to all the sounds they need. Those who have already mastered them will begin to
learn about basic spelling rules. At the beginning of the second half term the children will be
doing a phonics screening which assesses their ability to decode real and nonsense words.
The results of this will be sent home with your child’s end of year report.

In handwriting lessons, the children are working on ‘sitting’ letters on the line correctly, with
the likes of ‘d’ and ‘t’ rising up (ascenders), and letters such as ‘g’ and ‘p’ dropping below the
line (descenders). We will also continue to learn how to join letters. This provides the next
building block for Year 2, but we do not expect or encourage most children to join letters in
their everyday writing yet.

Computing
The children will be learning how to program digital devices and how to use technology to
create digital content. We will also be talking about e-safety and keeping personal
information private.

Art
The children will produce a 3-D monster form taking inspiration from their classroom text,

Where the Wild Things Are, as well as researching Dinosaurs and how the Aztecs depicted

their own monster creations. We will focus on mark-making, pattern, shape and form. The

children will end the term with some summer sparkle, through painting sunsets and beach

scenes with rich colour gradients, textures and layering of mixed media.

Music
Year 1 will be mainly looking at rhythm this term. We will be looking at different rhythms,
replicating them, creating our own, and practicing at different speeds. We will study the main
rhythms in each of the songs we look at. We will also be aiming to improve our gross motor
skills with our musical games, and developing the active use of our musical ear.

PSHCE (Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education)
1st half term – ‘Relationships’
This theme focuses specifically on feelings. It explores the feelings within the context of our
important relationships including family and friends. It aims to develop knowledge,
understanding and skills in three key social and emotional aspects of learning: self-
awareness, managing feelings and empathy. In addition, there is a focus throughout on
helping children understand and deal with the feelings associated with a range of different
experiences that they may encounter in life.

PSHCE – 2nd half term – ‘Changes’
This theme tackles the issue of change and aims to equip children with an understanding of
different types of change – positive and negative – and common human responses to it. It
seeks to develop children’s ability to understand and manage the feelings associated with
change. It aims to develop knowledge, understanding and skills in three key social and
emotional aspects of learning: motivation, social skills and managing feelings.

RE
In RE, we will be learning about Sikhism. We will focus on its origins and beliefs and on the
role of Guru Nanak in shaping Sikhism. We will learn other stories that are crucial to Sikhism
and we will practise retelling these stories.

PE
Both classes have PE on a Wednesday with Mr Neve Dunn. Throughout the week, we will
continue doing yoga and ball and team games outside.

How to help your child
• Please support your child’s literacy development by reading with them every day, and

sharing information with their class teacher by commenting in your child’s reading



record book. Always check understanding by asking your child questions about what
they are reading.

• A small Maths task will be sent home each Friday to reinforce learning in class.
• Involve your child in practical real-life maths situations as much as possible – e.g.

How much change should I have? How long until tea time?
• Encourage your child’s independence, both practically and in terms of their learning.
• The most valuable thing you can give your child is your time! Read to them (even

when they are able to read well themselves), play games, feed their curiosity about
the world.

Routines
Please ensure that your child arrives at school promptly at 8:50am (Lordship Lane
playground) and is collected at 3:20pm (Crystal Palace playground). If your child arrives late
in the morning, please inform the office of their arrival. If you are late to collect your child in
the afternoon, you will be required to complete the late book.

As the weather is getting warmer please ensure that your child comes to school with a sun
hat and a bottle of water. We advise that you put sun cream on your child before they come
to school.

If you have any further questions, please speak to your child’s class teacher at the beginning
or end of the day or telephone the school office to make an appointment.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

The Year 1 team


