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Full School Opening Plans for September 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are planning for a full school re-opening in September and attendance for all pupils 
will be mandatory. We are legally required to revisit and update our risk assessment in 
order to return to full capacity. The Senior Leadership Team has been busy working on 
this and I have sent our first draft to staff for consultation. The risk assessment will be 
available for you to read on our website in September.  

 
Extensive efforts are being made to ensure that risk is minimised and managed 
effectively at Heber, and we need parents’ and carers’ support. We will shortly be 
sending a home school agreement out to all families, which will be based on the current 
government guidance for the full re-opening of schools.  

 
In order to open safely, schools must implement a system of controls, which can be 
found in the government guidance. These controls are split into two categories; 
prevention and response to infection.  The measures that we are putting in place are 
essential in implementing these controls and must be adhered to for us to ensure the 
safety of all pupils and staff. 

 
In this letter I would like to draw your attention to what I feel are the key changes that 
you should be aware of for next year. Despite the measures below, which will impact on 
parents/carers, the aim is that school will feel familiar to the children and as close to 
what they remember as possible. 
 
Preventing and Responding to Infection 

 
 Pupils, staff and other adults must not come to school if they have coronavirus 

(Covid-19) symptoms, live with somebody who has symptoms or have tested 
positive in the last 7 days. 

 If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high 
temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell 
(anosmia), they must be sent home and will need to follow ‘stay at home: 
guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) 
infection’.  

 They must self-isolate for at least 7 days and should arrange to have a test to 
see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). Other members of their household 
(including any siblings) should self-isolate for 14 days from when the 
symptomatic person first had symptoms. This means that if a child is sent home 
from school with symptoms, any siblings in school will be sent home at the same 
time. 

mailto:adminoffice@heber.southwark.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#ending-self-isolation-and-household-isolation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#ending-self-isolation-and-household-isolation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#ending-self-isolation-and-household-isolation


Heber Primary School 
 

Heber Road, London, SE22 9LA 
 
t: 020 8693 2075 | F: 020 8299 0239  
w: heberprimaryschool.com 
e:  adminoffice@heber.southwark.sch.uk  

Twitter: @heberschool 

 
Headteacher Miss Rivka Rosenberg  

Deputy Headteacher Mrs Vanessa Kyprios  
School Business Manager Ms Victoria Walters 

 If someone tests negative, they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar 
to coronavirus (COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating and return to school. The 
other members of their household can also stop self-isolating. 

 
I understand that this may feel frustrating in September. We will also be feeling the 
same frustration at school. It will lead to staffing issues for the school especially for staff 
with young children. However, these are the measures necessary to reduce the risk of 
transmission in our community. The best way to enable your children to come back to 
school quickly is to organise a test as soon as possible.  

 
Minimising Contact and Maintaining Social Distancing in School 

 
We are required to do everything possible to minimise contacts and mixing while 
delivering our usual broad and balanced curriculum. 

 
The overarching principle to apply is reducing the number of contacts between children 
and staff. This can be achieved through keeping groups separate (in ‘bubbles’) and 
through maintaining distance between individuals. 

 
Children will be in their classes in the normal way next year but the two classes in each 
year group will form one bubble, having lunch and break times together so that we can 
ensure that children have as much access as possible to the playground during the day. 
Year group bubbles will be kept apart from each other during the school day. Within 
bubbles children will be encouraged to socially distance where possible. The 
government guidance states that staff should maintain a 2 metre distance from each 
other and from children where possible. This means that staff are able to move between 
bubbles where necessary, allowing us to maintain our curriculum provision, including 
the use of our specialist teachers. 
 
In order to keep bubbles apart, we will be staggering our drop off and collection times, 
as well as lunch and break times. Our new staggered drop off and collection times are 
listed below. I appreciate that these arrangements may cause some inconvenience; 
however, they are in place to keep our year groups separate and to enable better social 
distancing around school entrances. Parents and carers need to take responsibility for 
practicing social distancing in the streets around the school as even with these 
measures in places, we cannot eliminate crowding completely. It is essential that 
children are brought to school and collected promptly at the time allocated in order to 
prevent overcrowding.   

 
Schools are required to prevent large gatherings and unnecessary contact between 
adults. Therefore, the school site will be closed to visitors and parents/carers will need 
to say goodbye to their children at the gate and leave the area promptly.  
 
Home-school communication will be completed by phone, email or remote video 
meetings where necessary. If parents have queries or concerns after they have 
dropped their child off, they can call or email the school office team who will be able to 
help. The school has been operating on this basis since 1st June and it has been 
working well.  
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Drop Off and Collection Times for Autumn Term 2020 

 

Time Year Group Location  

9:00am - 3:30pm Nursery Jennings Road entrance 

8:40am - 3:10pm Reception Jennings Road entrance 

8:40am - 3:10pm Year 1 Crystal Palace Playground 

8:40am - 3:10pm Year 2 Lordship Lane Playground 

8:50am - 3:20pm Year 3 Crystal Palace Playground 

8:50am - 3:20pm Year 4 Lordship Lane Playground 

9:00am - 3:30pm Year 5 Lordship Lane Playground 

9:00am - 3:30pm Year 6 Crystal Palace Playground 

 
For the first two days (Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September) all children will need to 
come to school at their allocated drop off time. Teachers will be in the playground to 
greet them and show them where to line up.  
 
From Monday 7th September children in Key Stage 2 (KS2) with younger siblings in 
Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, may come into school at the same time as their younger 
sibling if the staggered drop off times cause issues for parents. The older sibling in KS2 
can go straight to their classroom, where they will be supervised by an adult until the 
rest of their class arrive.  

 
Wrap Around Care and Enrichment Clubs 

 
New Gumboots plan to be operating from September and parents should contact them 
directly for further details (www.newgumbootsafterschoolclub.co.uk).  Enrichment clubs 
will not take place at this stage and you will be updated on this later in the Autumn 
Term.  
 
We hope this provides some clarity on what arrangements to expect in September. 
Please look out for the agreement which will be sent to you by email.  
 
Best regards, 
 
 
Rivka Rosenberg 
Headteacher 
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