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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Leaders live and breathe their vision that every pupil will flourish at this school. Staff 
genuinely believe that all pupils can do well. Pupils know that their teachers want 
the best for them. Pupils develop a strong sense that they can be successful, even if 
they find something difficult at first. This motivates pupils to work hard and helps 
them to enjoy school. 
 
Pupils are respectful and considerate of others. They behave sensibly in classrooms 
and at breaktimes. Pupils relish having responsibilities as peer mentors and school 
councillors. They take these roles seriously because they care about their school. 
Pupils play and cooperate well with each other. Pupils said that the very few 
incidents of bullying are dealt with quickly by staff.  
 
Pupils take part in many educational trips to places such as The Globe Theatre and 
The Wetlands Centre. They enjoy these activities very much. The school ensures 
that pupils have opportunities to celebrate their achievements in art, sport and 
music. This includes taking part in festivals, competitions and exhibitions. 
 
Parents and carers speak highly of the school. They appreciate the dedication and 
care that staff show towards pupils. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Pupils achieve well here, including in the early years. By the end of Year 6, the 
majority of pupils have the knowledge and understanding they need for secondary 
school. This includes in reading, writing and mathematics.  
 
Leaders have reviewed their subject plans, including in the early years. These plans 
contain ambitious aims for what pupils should learn as they progress through the 
school. Teachers make sure pupils remember what they have previously been taught 
in a particular subject or topic. They help pupils to use this knowledge when they 
move on to study more complex concepts. In geography and religious education, 
this approach is not consistently established. Leaders are taking clear steps to 
address this, including strengthening the role of subject leaders. Some subject 
leaders are new to post. They are well supported by senior leaders. However, they 
have not checked fully how well their subjects are taught.  
 
Leaders make sure that staff have the subject knowledge to teach all subjects well. 
They provide well-targeted training to address any gaps they identify. For instance, 
leaders recognised that pupils’ knowledge of geography is not as strong as it should 
be. Teachers have benefited from bespoke training in geography. This has developed 
their knowledge of how to teach pupils to read and use maps. Pupils are reading 
maps more confidently as a direct impact of this training. However, pupils are less 
secure in discussing the links between physical and human geographical processes, 
such as types of settlements and how land is used. 
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Specialist teaching in art, music and physical education (PE) enables pupils to build 
effectively on what they already know or can do well. As a result, pupils achieve 
highly in these subjects. Pupils were keen to tell me what they had learned. For 
instance, Year 3 pupils spoke confidently about what they found out in history topics 
on the Stone, Ice and Bronze Ages.  
 
Reading is a strength of the school. Staff are well trained and teach phonics 
effectively. They use their expertise to make sure teaching develops pupils’ 
knowledge and appeals to pupils’ interests. Staff assess pupils carefully. They 
identify gaps in pupils’ knowledge and provide extra support, so pupils do not fall 
behind. Almost all Year 1 pupils meet the standard expected for their age in the 
national phonics screening check. Pupils love to read and appreciate the selection of 
books in the library. Teachers enjoy sharing their favourite books with pupils. In 
lessons, teachers choose texts deliberately to introduce pupils to new words.  
 
In mathematics, too, pupils achieve highly. This subject is well planned and 
sequenced. Staff have strong subject knowledge. They select resources and 
activities which enable pupils to deepen their understanding of important concepts.  
 
Pupils are polite. In classrooms, pupils concentrate on the work teachers provide. 
Pupils’ learning is rarely disrupted by off-task or silly behaviour. Pupils have a strong 
understanding that everyone is different and should be treated the same, 
irrespective of their background or religion. However, pupils are less confident in 
explaining differences and similarities between world religions.  
 
Leaders and staff have created an inclusive ethos. They understand and meet the 
needs of all pupils, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND). Teachers adapt subject plans so that pupils with SEND achieve as well as 
their peers.  
 
Children get off to a strong start in the early years. Leaders and teachers plan 
learning that enables children to develop the knowledge they need for Year 1. 
Classrooms, indoors and out, provide children with a safe and stimulating 
environment to learn and play. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Governors and leaders ensure that safeguarding is a high priority for all staff. Newly 
appointed staff are checked and recruited carefully. All staff are well trained and 
report any concerns about pupils’ safety promptly. Leaders act effectively when 
concerns arise. 
 
Pupils feel safe. They know who to go to if they are worried about anything. Pupils 
feel they are listened to. They take part in a range of activities to develop their 
understanding of how to stay safe, both in and out of school.  
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
 Leaders’ plans for each subject are clear and ambitious. Leaders should make 

sure that subject leaders and teachers use these plans consistently well so that 
pupils achieve highly in geography and religious education. 

 Some subject leaders are new to their roles. Senior leaders should maintain their 
focus on developing new and less experienced subject leaders so that they have 
the necessary expertise to evaluate and improve how well their subjects are 
taught.  

 Leaders should broaden opportunities for pupils’ spiritual development so that 
pupils can confidently explain the differences and similarities between other faiths 
and world religions. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View 
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 100793 

Local authority Southwark 

Inspection number 10107576 

Type of school Primary  

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 405 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Joanna Watson & Alex Jones (co-chairs) 

Headteacher Rivka Rosenberg 

Website www.heberprimaryschool.com 

Date of previous inspection 29–30 September 2015 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school is larger than the average-sized primary school. 

 The Nursery class caters for children on a full-time and part-time basis. 

 The proportion of disadvantaged pupils is below average. 

 The proportion of pupils with SEND is well above average.  

 The school has a breakfast club and after-school provision. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 We focused deeply on reading, mathematics, art and geography during this 

inspection. We also considered other subjects, including history, religious 
education, PE and music. 

 We met with senior leaders and subject leaders. We visited lessons, looked at 
pupils’ work and met with pupils to discuss their learning. We also listened to 
pupils read from key stages 1 and 2.  

 We analysed the school’s website. 

http://www.heberprimaryschool.com/
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 We looked at a range of school documentation related to safeguarding, 
attendance, behaviour and the provision for pupils with SEND. We observed 
pupils’ behaviour during visits to classrooms and at social times.  

 We spoke to parents at the start of the school day.  

 We met with governors and a representative from the local authority. 

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Lascelles Haughton, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Lando Du Plooy Ofsted Inspector 

Kanwaljit Singh Ofsted Inspector 

Jonathan Newby Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2019 
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